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F coy fom TAR 
Eisai Uy teal ta aie 
"tt is better io ask some of fhe questions 


than to know ail the answers" 
—The Wayside Pulpit 


7? TARDLY SURPRISINGLY there ts, in this issue, an exchange of opinion between 
rt riegsections nf ourreadership and, inprincplc. this is to be encourarcd. Part of 
eur putpose hs been te act as a lorum tor such echances- and to disseminate Views and 
knowleteo—cven wisdom, perhays—trom one pervon oF purty to another. Those with 


strong views vall, we hope, teniper tier 4 nrivusiism with compassion and their wascom 


pee, | a a 1? a : ; PF ree Tee ty m2 peat. ay eee = eee. ‘ = 

wits bepevolened, In all matters of Geatitoversy 3 Siri’ ta hentai noaniy 3 
= a 4 at. 7 pak Kare : a l4 we 

sense of Prioriton, PMY so @ Aces, 0 hunters When Gace beheves Mit AIR its 


lamp to be ie Gorgeous bgt day 9 N fs surely that for hins bo pause od reilece. 
No one is bevers, or above, cridcism in its widest sense, and ihe informed critic cun be 
a powerlul teacher. 

Man's history is rich with the lone voices of those who knew—and criticised—but 
none would listen, Must it be the same with us ? The teacher can only succeed if the 
pupil is willing to learu—but where are the pupils ? Those whe write for us may cloak 
their goodwill in surmuige raiment but, it the quesuons remain unasked, there can be no 
‘nS Wes. 
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OUR FUTURE 


continued publication planned 


HIS ISSUE concludes our original schedule »nd we would like to hear from crery 
A\ subscriber telling us of his (or her) reaction to a somewhat unususl pueblishing 
venture, There will, however, be further issues bat our scope will be enlarged and our 
presentation modified. In future it is our intention to cover a w1 je range ol top'cs for 
wach na single pubheation sppears to cater: in addition to witcheralt fin its many 
forme) our pares will be open to discuss phuusuphy, psychology, the Celuic tradition, 
comparative reli¢ton, archacology, fulk-lore, accnitism and other subjects with a bearing 
on Man's eternal qaest. 

Pentagram will be a serious publication devoted to sunjects that matter; there will 
be no horoscopes, ghost stories, rehashed flyine-saucer reports or * my-pet-lived-after- 
death * feutures: cathustasts for thee delight lines of study are already served by a 
number of other periodicals. 

All this wali place an adiitional and heavy burden on oor emall preduction team ond 
we must seck the compassion und imdulcence of our readers retarding regueney of 
publications, Hitherto we have managed to appear about every larce Mont.> aie Lis 
will be maintained—within a month cuher way!—to future, 

Qur size will change toa more convenient format and we will be able t accept longer 
and more penetrating cditorial feawures by running to a minimum of 16 pages—but 
more if we can. To a lurce extent we will be limited by finance (actual subscriptions 
have amounted to considerably less than half our costs so far but the overall situation 

“ot guite so alarming) so cvery possible subscriber must be sought. The limited 

cal of a serious review of the type we have in mind will not enable us to command 
much advertising revenue. 

The next year is vital, Once we are firmly established as a responsible and worth- 
while publication our future will be assured. Your support may enable something of 
lasting value to emerge from humble beginnings. 
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TWO SHILLINGS 


fa nd 
Bia iceek | 


We are all familiar with magic circles in 
which we assume sorcerers and witches 
worked their wiles, yer we are inclined to 
lose sight of their practical purpose when 
trying to work out their mystical and 
symbolic meaning, 

Quite apart from their use as a bese- 
plan for the rite being worked, these 
ground-glyehs formed th: cance pattern 
which had to be tipped and tréddea in 
order ta cxult the ceasciousness of the 
dancers so that weoricah” ciipets oeearne 
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lt ia noieworthy wWial tie slop of an 
intoxicated person teads W be asiaggered 
gait in a circular wacs hus, if 
worked in the reverse wav, and deits. 
ately tipped a circular maze patterit it a 
calculated series of jerky movements, this 
motion should ultimatch induce.a saill- 
ing of corscious level uo pomt where 
msychiccantactmight be obouned m1 terme 
ofthe Inneriife, With svficienc choot, 
this is img 42 possilile J: these Hscas 
of the tude were (und are} 
primitive witeheralt. 

We have relics of this with us as the 
maypole dance, the horned dance, ctc., 
but the old maze-patterns of the circle 
dance were usually kepi tairly secret, each 
group favouring one in particular which 
they had found useful for centuries, 

The principle of 12 dance was simple 
enouch: by spmaing around tong 
enous’: under the inilucnce of the local 
hom: ->rew pius the poisonous annomung 
ointm t—and the excitement of the rite 
in cencra —all soris of ciicets tonk place 
in human consciousness, The parveipants 
literally beeame a-mazed tw ther ovn 
feclings of disorientation »..0 ther eviy- 
day persons, In such a state they couk! 
easily imagae themsches to 

cmons, or what they lik. —ind a good 
time was had by all comes 

The simplest ning dane, a7 
wits @ Plain circie, wt) Mes im Wolhen 
alternating, springing around with potsed 
hands. Sometimes the mon tweed out and 
the women faced in. Tf the petimeter had 
their upright staves planicd at intervals 
(twelve to the circle and ome m the centre) 
the dancers might weave their way 
through these. Some groups made the 
dances a kind of forfcit-game, the penaliv 
being a whack from the Devil’s tail (rope 
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acre, 


Continued on page 20 
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folfosin 
Attacked... 


Is it not time that professed witches 
stopped knocking one another with the 
attempt to prove that ihey, themselves, 
are the chosen ones ? 

I am sick to death of those who talk 
aheut the Gardnenues with their cloak- 
and-daguer initiations and then to en to 
deseribe a much more clock-and-dageer 
method of staying in a haunted word all 
night, This would heve no effect on 
anyone but those with fecbie imaginative 
minds, who stili believe. in the bogey-iman 
of their childhood days. Why not revive 
the old story of spending the night in the 
“ Chamber of Horrors?" 

As to the descendents of witches end 
those who cluim to have wieches’ blood, 
T would bike te remind ther that most 
Brien muse heve some witchblond 
from tcis anccsigys. 

Tc 36 abet were thar thest -« 
eppometed “ Greats " got olf their bobby- 
horses and come down to earth and 
remembered the words of the immortal 
bard, Robeut Burns: 

O wad seme pow’ the giftic gic ws 

To see oursels as others sec ws! 

The bigeest lauch is that oll tiese 
objectors of so-called “ cloal.-and-dagre: 
methods are aiteid to core our from 
webini their own clocks, and hide oehine 
pacudeayms. 

i also thought Penrceray: was intended 
to bring wgethe: cillerent covens en 
friendly terms and not for the purpose of 
whipping up hatred between different 
groups by publishing petty insuls from 
nonentities.—ANOLD CROWTHER, 397 
City Road, Sheffield 2. 

* * a 

As this letter is principally on attack on our 
contributor ‘Taliesin, we hove invited him to 
reply.—Jid. 

My first impulse on reading Mr, Crowther's 
letter was to teave if without comment of anv 
ET, SUEE fk StCHS to Mc to comli Hi, 1 meat 
every way, all thar has bern said abour the 
followers of Caordner—ind avwch, tow, that I 
have heard abour Mr, (rewtner! On retiec- 
tidn, however, it scene to me that one should 
mot let even sich a crude attack as thin one 
pass without making a few observations, so | 
will take the Ictter paratraph by porecraph. 

Ci) Dan tor & prleiacd “wit! =| The 
bicecst diffcrence between the oh! nélieieus 
traditina: too wivels Pb belie, wend te tard 
near om that we do not hke the word 
“witth, aml piever use iit itis atall nignihie 
to nike ¢hear what ween waht it Whe 
tnsavoury publicity still atoaching cheno 
through the activities of certain of the modern 
wUVENS shws low right we are. 

(2) A carclul reading of my deliberately 
vapuc description of the preparttions fur the 


Te 


ite would reveal that I spoke of a potion being 


trunk before the aspirant is left alone. This 
ation would assise even Mr, Crowther to a 
closer liaison with the Gods—though | fear 
that he would not relish it! 

(3) T find this paragranh quite absurd. He 
speoks as if there were, ot some time on the 
Past, a special race in these islands from whom 


this substance “ witchblood " has been trans- 
mitted in the bleodline. | would aeree that 
there is a latent but strony streak of paranism 
in the Brith; but chat in all of us there isan 


impulse to tuke up this moder combination of - 


Saracenic Liorngd God worship crafted on toa 
Vague Celtic siock—this is nonsense! 

(4) In which of my two arucles in Peutepran 
have | appointed myself a“ Great?" 1 am 
not a humble person—I never have been—but 
my journeys throuvh the Seven Gates have, 
relatively sp akin. ‘ardly been, and] bad 
imagined tht this realisation of my own 
inmadequacicy was keeping what | wrote om an 
even keel. [ know all the rites and rituals that 
are the stock-in-urade of coyens hke Air. and 
irs. Crowtheer's, and | have pone throne the 
three thevirical perionmanecs thot comprise 
initiation throwsh ta tke Third Dezrce 
Gardneriun-style (all under clan orders, 1 nay 
add?!), In spite of knowing what I do about it, 
though, I had thought vat I was reasonable in 
my writings. As to what Burns hes to do with 
t—this is joo deep for me! 

fo) An cotvordinary partraph. this, Abe 
Groother potre iis teshible scum vrsen ie 
beciune We vull wet dance cally tines the othe ot 
publicity tha be and his minigas enw so 
much. Age we pochape to rival Sirs, (oro sher 
by writing riches forthe worn’ s aie nee? 
Gr Bate canietai an our ratherness to let us 

ane minbier ecil-congneusly anowtid wp the 
Wang Ob ordi Or put una Pricsiess os 
thooone and only “ Queen of the Witches.” 
(pointing owt, courec, that ail the others are 
bonus!) ? No, Ate. Crowther, we have had 
hundreds of vents of anonymity; we like it 
that way, ort we intend that it shall continue, 
We leave the field wl publicity to you—have all 
you want, with our oessings, 

(6) Will some +ind person please tell me in 
which patayraph, sentetce of phrase of my 
Wrtince [ dove been puilty of “ iwhiroine up 
Hatred? ™ TD huve resreag net eals wha | lave 
Written, but ano what Rubort octane huey 
written, und Ll ocon find novking te jusuly the 
accusation. ! fesi that Mr. Crowther has 
wainted to fmuish iis rather breadiless letter umn 
a strong note, and has allowed accuracy— 
obviously al no time his greatest virtuc——to 
sip away from lum altogether, As to “ petty 
insults from nonentives "—coming from Mr. 
Crowther this is amusing but nor really worth 
commenting upun. I leave the Eder to 
answer the question of what Pentagrant is for, 
—-TALIESIN 


en e Gargirg 


Bofendod 
I feel Dust write for the very first time onthe 
ay ect of our beloved relicion but do so sume- 
wiutt teluctanily as D have poowist for pubhcity 
a5 SUCLy. ] Write mot far a Lela, Pures 
critic or preacher cut a8 4 humbi, consectatod 
anid annoittied Pricst of the Wicc whechus the 
reson bility sinc henewr of | Lewher pa 
cover i Sraocl : Pi TPL APS 
mite sinters we | 


Perea and 
Craft. Gee i lieh phere, 
a betel wr baited Wi - od we uid 
were she on diel) seal, attrac much publi ta 
ietacit and thereby seme warldly janie beat 
Phe picicrs to Femi Gineciiy jones, 
Viewing with truce concern wid aleep interest all 
which takes place within the reales of the 
Craltin general and herown covenin particular. 
It has been wisdom in the Gwds that seme of 
those immated into the Wireea have been 
inspired voluntarily to reveal themselves 
publicly as witches and so far much good has 
resulted from their actions; I personally 
adnvire their courage and feel that we should 
be thankful who are concerned in the welfare 
and future of the Faith, | now come to the 
reason for my Writing. 

have noted with more than a little sadness 


how often the term " Gardnerian " is used by 
writers and correspondents im Mertarram ; 
the term is invariably wied in a semewhat 
slighting manner which many think is un 
kindly and unfair to the late Gerald B. Gerloer 
who did more for our ancient Pyith in a 
practical way than any other sinele person in 
this omtury, I moke that siutermment os an 
hereditary Witch fearlessly and with deep 
conviction for ] know for a surety thee there 
are a great many people today whi would 
never have had the chance or eppeitaniiy of 
coming back imto their ow: had ito. heen for 
him—and well they, and others, knew it. 
Dr. Gardner opened the Gour for many by 
his writings, radw interviews, etc, and the 
publicity whev cuvendered. He was necesury 
at that given period mn our history, He pwai- 
enced by his chor nanny whe felt the inbern 
urge to return to the Faith of their forebears 
and I have positive proof of this fram the manv 
good Witches [I have met personally both 
inside and outside the circle. Seme there yre 
who unkindly say Oh, ber she is a Garnt- 
nenan >" some Uvere are iin appear to chink 
or belive that tie Cope, Seourse and Bontic 
a “merit: Cardienay teatriculiane; 
‘Phov are not yd they age trod parts of tie [aith 
fl were ciier to. ae ode ta dt L, 
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tise tier irk Pee sttticced ft 
ae ty aarti 2 oe peru: vs 
niode of the Tank, there beng, 6) euicee, 
verying concepts in traditional micthads on 
difierent coven: and séstricts, Frureicnts of 
the Trough anpoar in aacien loccised custom 
and ritucl and these pearan for the rest pert 
bohiashy guarded, but there are tiose peapie 
fon think and harceiy helere thit feeccuse 
certain titwas hare never Ree fee or tae 
tied in thes port vwler wove usa they wan 
efoce be pravrhetic or purists, Fhe late 
ie. Greiner dies pe lone lie mode vA 

+e ri Crit st av otiny 
Pra Sica facta pr) hd heehee: piece, 
anid with infinite patiore., lve ama Pane be 
sorted tinal salied a welt of information yhich 
later he rendily and generously made available 
to us in his writings. [ will siways be eroreful 
to him for that. | have niveclf seen and 
handled the larre black bound book containing 
hiindreds of pages of notes in his own hand, 
fragmentary data collected from dozens of 
aources in Hritainard oversess, The bncortant 
Volume is now in the poseeesioo of a learned 
High Pricstess to wheen he gave it in mrotinunde 
fur her help in collarito, tabwlating and placiac 
inte cohetve seqim: < and order that mag- 
nifeent wealth wo oowledse he hed 40 
patiently amassed over the years. Such <ceret 
knowledee ofthe Oh! auth se had Geen cnded 


Waid # via 


down to me: from the two distincely Eats 
family linwsof Satolk are! brie Wine = biel 
eo ick mt bev whitee wenturces Pop . nl 
ntudvire lor, Gardaces wrieines acl bt 


be closely simular and: sometimes exs cit on, 
Can anvene wotder then whe Digebs padoned 
whet ol scad mo Ponta ef “OP le 
Gardnesan practices — ben 7 prow tus 
nure that they are the Prathk or contin the 
Drath!) Thoave listened mre | iene ehving 
in Grerald Gardner: bid wu aet periect—hut 
thea wh ine [aides tev match Ree welt 
rosin Sarde VIO Le OF Cones Pre, 
for we are Wha we tine bywoithe Wwe kaart ae 
should know) better then they what this live ts 
allabout, Donly wish at were paasible for theese 
who disparage to alten our coven at Sable 
and see the beautiful ritual performed by the 
members, to see the work being done for the 
sick and needy, to hear the reports of the happy 
and often remariable results of the work done 
at previous Salbais, to feel the Power and 
scoee the benevolent Presences of the Michty 
‘Dead when the circle is closed and the Fanhful 
enter literally into another realm—apvappy, 
naked and free for a while from the cares of 
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ered old world, Itis then, when I see my 
: eect snhsiet contented biees aplow with 
Se yeas, sweet Inecnse Curling upwards, that 
o* ve starkly just how much the Craft owes 
state Gerald Ganiner, Believe me ali wi 
_y thes that fis ViETUcs greatly exceeded his 
cums, allow ham his due ash let hum rest 
peacctally; let us not be discerdant in the 
oh but comtiiie to honour the Great Mother 
sag her Consort in whichever war we have 
ent tueht, remembering that perhaps -one 
dav we will know more and then replise that 
we wha know so very much know bul very 
itle for " Great is the Mother who pivest all 3 
ao thy laws are, 60 shall be.” He sappy ane. 
voy will be wise! That is the Truth. Blessed 
te.—" Momsieva” 


Taliesin writes; Having already com~- 
menved at length — one letter in this isstic, 
Lam somewhat loath to leap into the fray again. 
Alansiewr’s letter contains more niaudin 
wenumarnalay thanwone és hel to run across 
ewtende the staries of Ace. fdery-=¥ inkle anu 
ithe Noddy, acd ough: to pe cenit with ruth- 
iexslv. The whiter, thewy's, fecnid ro mice and 

wivere That one focls tad sute reliieiaiee one 
wai foe! aleout tollitg a chikdt there wie oo 
Father Goristmas! 

Leaning into tay letter, ard e 
deep through tic co umny fentpnees ane tad 
metaphors, the basic inessspe Wollht appease To 
be to the citect that the gospel decors to 
G. 8. Gardner is a true and accurnte record of 
an ancient faith native w these islarncis, [would 
have thoughe that Reburt Graves hal alremety 
exposed this as a fallacy, even before [dries 
Shah's book «i the Subs showed the origins 
more clearly, Oe could po mtoa lone, lone 
dissertation ebwut ail this, but space ts limited 
aad 1 will have to be as brief as 1 can without 

‘Wiciue seme, “She etrious con carry i 
cr bh inline at Jeoerh he werk of 
nasiice Crowky ood Charice Leiotadl mobic 
rat instance, re-cipping on the work, of 
Margaret Murray, ane regi Tries Shah's 
bowk—with particular reference to Robert 
Graves’ introduction and the chapter entitled 
“ Mystery Rites,” page 206, : 

Bricfly, though, G. Li. Gardner'y contribu- 
tion was to starr from Margaret Murray's 
anthropological studics, wherein she suggested 
that the medieval witches contamed willun 
their cult defiaite traces of the ancteng fertility 
curt, winch oripinally owed allegiance to the 
Great Mother, Dr. Murray rather closed over 
the fact that the Horned God of the medieval 
cult showed unmistakable Middle-Eastern 
characteristics, that the Goddess was never so 
much as mMentioucd ether by witches unider- 
gaging trial or by those whe were trying ther, 
and tit the elleciaace of the covens was pieen 
uns. vinely to thelr Ga, 

Na cramer, thie gave OG. E. Gardner a rtort- 
ing point, and hus own far-frem-smicil intel- 
licence and creat imecination, allied fo a 
seasoning of Crowley and 3 strone inicction of 
Leland’s beoks on 2vpay fercery and te 
Gotenc Erriscin ind Phonetic Witch cults, 
prods. od the peeater prepartion of what lecay 
make: ot) the rites, ritwab. WHY eons, Wie 
saws 4 -) enero! fun arid ganies of Maem 
wittheruit, fuitigienk to port Haut, | (hink, 
that Gardner denwted the Portad Geel to 
second place, aid brought mm a female deity 
whom he identitied with the ancient european 
Moon-Groddess. He found difficulty in piving 
names to thesc, and cventually fixed on 
ernunos for the god and Arida for the genidess 

“ernunos being anantlered Scundivavian god, 

Jj Arida being the name given to their Moon- 
Goddess by the Florentine witches (sec 
Leland’s book “Aradia,” an account of their 
practices). From this same book came the 
fairy-tale that Gardner quotes in his book 
Witchcraft Today " (Ch. 3, p. 40), which is 
used as a justification for the ritual flagellation 


without Shich no meeting can properly berin. 
‘The same story is used as part of one of the 
initiatory rites. : 

Lam-alraid that | view with some seepiicisin 
Monsicur's claim to come from a lope line of 
Sutloik and Irish “ witches,” Iiig. very 
Jevution te the Gardner doctrine secais to me 
to contradict this, though Fo am willing w 
admit the possibility what there could be, on 
ditlerent areas, smail pockets who have clung 
to varue memories of the medieval witch cult, 
and he muy come from one of these. Koi ther, 
of course, this cult wes undenivbly of Sorscenbe 
origin, and bore lithe or no resemblance to the 
original Old Beligion of these isiends, and so 
we are back to square ene again with the 
creation of which G. BE. Gardner was both 
father and mother, 

l have spent some twenty years within the 
proper circles of the hereditary “ Craft” 
(f do not like this word, but I use it in order 
thet 1 inay be understood more clearly) but I 
fecl that fam still icarnins. Within the Craft 
fe Gurditer bros fotilitéed If oft pit pelss 
theoveh dhe three dlestreca in a matier ofa fer 
‘hort: vorn—nwiy have done it im jess 
leare all there ig to Knew about it, ave and 


fur one’s own coven, I way vents lentotag 
the byicuie: of Hin seve ata bards bY With) we 
may idenbiy uridiecs 5 along 67 proiny: 


et ik Litre OF the 4 un, a 
* witth=posary "' hy meant of which the first 
Sich. into another world uy cee Taide, “te 
question asked by the rth-century Tslicain, 
“Whar nate of two words will go not into 
the Cauldron 3?" is not an tle question within 
nonsense pociry, bet on which T had to 
anawer: not by being told outright, but by 
Intiition with pPrrcepoons sharpened by 
practico and meditation. What do these 
devotees of the Gardosr gospel Know of all 
this ¢ They coil themscives a rertitity religion, 
hut aw tiany of them cia cll feanel froin 
Line. RY actrne 


racy oct, Belladersa fur c 
from panther-cap, birch from beech, or even 
wheat. trom barley ¢ 
In view of all I have said, it mav bz surpris- 
ing if I now say that | think there is a ploce tor 
Gerdnerian witchcraft in relicion today, We 
are at a point between peligsons, I feel. The 
Catholic Church, experienced as it is in sensing 
change and the climate of opinion, is preparing 
fo- the gradual return of the Goddess tr power. 
‘The emphasis they are putting more and more 
onto the Virgin Mother is a sigm that they 
reaher, albeit dimly, the yearning fora Mother 
Goddess thar is so fundamental, The Protest- 
art Church will never see this, and will die 
wonderug why nobody loves it! So the time is 
ripe for an alterneiive—a religion wherein the 
uree to worthip tie Creatress treely, and with- 
out inhibition, can have toll peu Modern 
witchcraft cuuld provide part the answer, 
bur fra ge volh have to put its wt (noorder, 
The ienoerane and the perverted would lave to 
be thrown out of ite ranks and, court thes 
would reduce pumbers drasticaly, sulicient 
weigh Be lett te ld up. Then ie adeer 
euie must, a3 Robert Graves savas," pesay 
theit orenal buncer for wader”  T 
fd probaoly prove feamdost of all, but to 
cfr one doin, The  mparitive 
anit’ of tear pte i Wo. bianca, Sr 
wee towel, beled anal prnst in ie Lirmlders, 
+ lore. PT have reservations it is-becaus¢ 
{ have fet te meet a Gardecrian whe, nor 
knowing my connections with the hereditary 
craft, has evidenced any real desire lor 
knowledge. Thev feel cosy and safe in their 
little house-that-GHNG-built! The dark wood 
outside has no attractions and, anyway, what 
could there be among u lot of trees. P—TALILSIN 


Books Wanted 


“The Circle and the Cross" and “ The 
Welsh Wars of Edward | "—The Editor. 
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HALLOWE'EN 


Hallowe'en is the Sabbat everyone 
knows, ‘The names of the other three 
of the Greater Sabbats—Candlemas, 
May Eve and Lamnwas—inay be almost 
forgotten outside the Craft of the 
Wiccan, But the magic of Hailowe'en is 
sull celebrated by fancy-dress. partes, 
ghost stories, pumpkin lanterns, and old 
time-honoured divinations, 

The old Celtic name for Hallowe'en 
is Samhain (pronounced “ Sowin ") Eve. 
Samhain means “ Summer's end“; be- 
cause the Celts, rather philosophically, 
considered that there were only two real 
seasons in Britain—Summer and Winter, 
Sumuner becan on May Eve and ended 
on Movember Eve, October 31. 

Like May Eve, Samboin Eve was cele- 
brated with bonfires and dancing. This 
is the reel orcin of Bentlire Nicht at the 
beginning of November, which fe tac! 
oider thank truv Posten paul his 


Cufipoweer Fiot, Wir 2g pauses and 


his grateful Parktanicnt 4td, whin they 


¥ 
a 
‘ 


‘established Bonfire Nicht on November 


5, was simply to reinte the age-old cele- 
brations to their perticular interes:. 

Fire is a symbol of the Life Ferce; 
and there is something perticulariy merry 
and magies! sbout ¢ benfire, In Seat- 
land on Hallowe'en, people teed to carry 
Lishted torches devs! thet is, senwise, 
arvund the feids, to ‘rine luck to me 
crops and dispel evil inj!ucnees. 

he particular signiicance of Hal- 

lowe’en is that at this time whe spirits of 
those who have passed on are especially 
able to return and communicate with the 
living. At least. that is the ancient Celtic 
belief. Hence it is particulerly associated 
with the Old Uorned God in bis aspect 
as the God of Death and Resurrection. 

At this point in the year, of change- 
over from suntimer to winter, the doors 
of the Other World open, Ghosts and 
clementels are abroad. 
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Serious studenr of witchertt wishes to 
contact others in &.W. Devo Cormwal! — 
. Planer, Hangman: Crosa, Stodbure, A. 
Levers, 

Mir, Joseph 1 


Wikhian, 2938 Neth Nea 


‘tik, 
Wich. Kagses ttate, DSc A.. ie itt 
«i ot | Wer ain: ritetoite LaF ee 
Beton, Eruldism, ete, Abr + poate 


lishes a duplicated news-sheet and wail send a 
copy for 15. 

Miss Margaret MeNomara, 9& Dale Street, 
Worcester, Mass. o1ore, U.S.A., would like 
to hear from people in Great Aritain interested 
in the subjects covered by Mentagrain as she 
expects to come here to live. 

Mrs. Leslic Qualls, 123 Commonwealth 
Avenuc, Boston, Mass. 02116, U.S.A., would 
like to hear from other remders. 9" Witch 
Leslie," a3 she is known to friends, claims to 
have been introduced to witchcraft by a coven 
in Salem, and now runs a group in Boston. 
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MAZING (Cont.) 


scourge). Getting out of line, knocking 
* "a staff (or the like) all earned a 
s » reward which helped to keep the 
dancers alert and active. 

The circled cross was a popular pattern 
for dancing, and so was the spiral. When 
the Craft become more sophisticated, 
more complicated figures like the pentacle 
were introduced—which called for con- 
centrated attention. Nearly all these 
dances can be easily traced from ancient 
designs like the swastika, which 1s repre- 
sentative of the horns of four beasts 
turning a mill or a wheel. 

As a matter of interest, one of the 
charges against the Temphits was that 
they trampled on the Cross of Christ, 
‘This, in fact, was ne such thing, but the 
solar cross Which they used for ther 
mure-lance. 

Sowe see that the magic circle was not 
jist 2 sort of cos we curnet Geen, Oui a 
wery practical pattern lor cancing onvseH 
into ecstasy, ‘The steps of the dance 
yaricd considerably, since they were 
supposed to imitzic the gait of some 
particular animal or condition suitable to 
the rite being worked. The Wounded 
God, for instance, produced the lame 
deugeing step which indicated his status, 
Any interested person can casily work 
eo. out and reconstruct the steps. 

iy motions became sovliced toe, dnd 
varied somewhat with log sions and cundl- 
tions, The so-called Devil-dancers of 
Tibet have kept most of these ancient 
movement-modes intact to the present 
tine, 

Experiments with sensitive instruments 
show that electrical charges are developed 
in the human bedy during dancing or 
*yrating—as in riual methods, The 
particular step whi scems to generate 
the most cicctricity is the dragging 
shu!’ of the Lame (or wounded) God, 
pert ned encreetically. This applics to 
Outdeur Working, or in basements with 
stone floors. 

A major source of electrical supply 
comes from the earth's magnetic hich, 
which induces an alternating current in 
the dancers’ bodies during the circle 
dance; The faster the dance, the more 
current developed ; since it is wlermatine, 
there is no diflcrence at all between dcosil 
and widdershins denving from ils view- 
point. The frequency fs,-ol Course, one 
cycle per citcumambulation, 

Basically, the dance pattern is sup 
posed to sci up rhythmic resonances in 
the dancers themselves 90 that their whole 


“sings respond to, and reproduce, that 


ticular frequency wave-form in the 
etheric innerworkd. As their physical 
bodies act, so should their inner existence 
harmonise and produce reactive effects 


F which were once called " magical." The 
elements of this can be studied during 
: 

aa 


any “beat” session in modern times, 
where the old witch methods aow spell 
big money. For those who want to keep 
it as a Craft practice, however, it only 
remains necessary to trace a suitable 
magic circle or maze on their floor, work 
out the step, and switch on appropriate 
music, With practice, results can be 
virtually o-mazing.—WM. G. Gray 


A 
fin Open Letter 

Dear Tauistn, I have been prompted 
to write this letter to you on behalf of 
several friends who share my admiration 
bath for your writings in Pentagram and 
for the fact that you have emerged at all 
from the depths to show us something of 
the Way. ‘The Editor has also been kind 
enouth to let me see your comments to 
the we letters in this issue. 

First let me say that we believe we 
know the difference between mysticism 


1 *. er 7 > q 1 er | 
Site witlieitan, We have oso eT; acl 
ay a eroup in the practice of 


icditation aml have experenced Visions 
which enable us to understand what 
Robert Cochrane wrote in Pentagraw 3 : 
"he doubt centres around the reality of 
the external world, not the inner. The 
reality of such expenence illuminates the 
while life.” 

A couple of us have been, for a short 
time, members ef a Gardacrion coven but 
lett far nwo simple ressons: the * Elfers™ 
appeared to be disinterested in leering 
and had precious litth: to teach, We leit 
with no ill-fechingand believe that mocern 
wiicheraft has something useful to offer, 
but not for us. 

Between us we have a fair, but naturally 
amateur, knowledge of philosophy, psy- 
chology and medicine—and we take a 
reasonably serious interest in the fashion- 
able “ fringe " subjects like ESP, dowsing 
aid ghosts. One of us is particularly 
interested in the hallucinogenic drugs and 
he has emphasised the importance of your 
reference to them in an carlicr issue. He 
has also sugeesicd to us that one of the 
reasons why orthodox medicine has made 
so lithe progress in its investigation: Into 
hallucinegens is because the experiments 
ire conducted on un: aitable (non suthe- 
imuly developed in the spin -¢ sense) 
people, The visions we hive aches cu 
unthied dead u. ta believe that we can 
understand tho use to which the mush- 
room can be put. 

Now the point of this letter is to ask you 
“Where do we go from here?” From 
what you have written we kiow that you 
have a rare wisdom, much of which you 
have acquired along a path we seck to 
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tread. But in your reply to Mr. Crowther's 
letter you say “we have had hundreds of 
vears of anonymity; we like it that way, 
and we intend that it shall continuc.” 
We do mot ask to be received into an 
ancient and hereditary croup (we can see 
the disadvantages for both sides) but we 
do feel that there should be some way for 
us, too, to have the opportunity to 
“sharpen our intuition and perceptions 
by practice and meditation” under 
guidance, and after suitable testing and 
examination by those such as yourself. 
We know that the learning and the rrain- 
ing are long and hard ; but the religions— 
and “ witch" groups—which take all- 
comers are of no interest to us because no 
hard work is expected. We alse know 
that there is much we can do by ourselves; 
but there issn much more that we cculd 
do with experienced guidance—whien is 
not the same thinm as leadership, 


Much of what vou frse written secrets 
to hove a dctulie auncr mein tor those 
with the Seve To ste § Ail) not 


dite examolcs here as we believe the 


double entewte should be seen by those 


who can—and we must not give the 
fame away! 

Who will help us upon the Way ? 
—Yours sincerely, Ronin Burcu 


A Gen2rous Cyiar 


Geel H, Williainsa:. -repricte: of iyo 
witchcraft museums, is willing to prone 
display facilities in them nest year tor ay 
group wishing to take up the . ter. One 
is to be featured in any case, and Mr. 
Williamson writes “ They do not claim 
to be anything other than one aspect of 
witcheraft , ..s9 the public are bound to 
ask what other types er groups there are. 
Well, why not let the groups stare their 
ease >? Lam ready and willing to provide 
the platform and means whereby any 
group) or groups can put over their 
manners, Ways, means and objectives... 
Please understanu | have no sides to take 
.. provided they are sincere in their 
work. I would fur rather that the groups 
provide their own image, but if no co- 
operation is forthcoming then [shot have 
to press on as cest [can with my version 
of their activisiws. T do noi ven have to 
meet anyone, for all thar T re recon be 
dene with the aid or tke pen wal the Kad 
and willing co-operduen of TUst ime 
meniber of cach group willing acd proud 
enowth to put forward their point of 


view.” Mr. Williamson's address is: 
The Smugglers’ Rest, Fairies Hill, 
Polperro, Cornwall. 
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West Country woman (50) interested 
occultism, witchcraft, mysticism and author~ 
ship would welcome correspondeiece oF meet- 
ings with individuals or groups in the West 
Country. —Miss D. M. Hodges, 5 St. Andrews 
Road, Backwell, Bristol. 


